romantic hero-worshipper, Her youthful dream was to nurse
a struggling young artist. She is proof against disillusionment
about her husband's rascality. She says:
But he will never do it again; I pledge
you my word for that. He has given me
his promise; here in this room just before
you came; and he is incapable of breaking
his word.1
Regarding the five pound note, she thinks that it was not Louis
who gave it to the house-maid.
A word may now be said about Shaw's picture of the medical
profession. The four doctors and one surgeon are represented
as being prosperous, and one poor, and needy. The prosperity of
the prosperous doctors is presented as being due to sales-psychology
rather than to science, Rid&eon has the glamour of research about
him; Culter Walpole has the sales-appeal of his melo-dramatic
calling; B.B. is a super salesman. Schuzmacher is a retail shop-
keeper in medicine, whose slogan is " Advice and medicine six
pence, cure guaranteed/* Sir Patrick has retired from practice.
Blenkinsop is simply a doctor who cannot sell his stock. The
incident of Redpenny being asked by Ridgeon to announce a
dangerous case in order to get rid of a visitor is designed to remind
the audiences that doctors are men, and have their tricks, apart
from the tricks of their trade.
Next to the medical profession, the institution of marriage is
examined by a roomful of people, with a Laodecian Bishop acting
as the informal president or moderator of the talk. The dramatic
pretext for getting all the people together is the wedding of the
Bishop's daughter* At the last moment, on account of the reading
of a book, each by the bride and bridegroom; they announce
their unwillingness to marry. An unsuccessful attempt is made
by the group to draw up a marriage contract. Finally, unnoticed
by the rest of the group, the bri4e and bridegroom go and get
married after an intelligent provision against the difficulties created
by their reading of the books. Around this unpromising frame-
1.   Ibid, page 554 2.c.
113